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of democratic and social progress and of internationalism in-
creased. In the field of thought Charles Renouvier was perhaps
the most remarkable figure I and in the field of action the greatest
representative of the new spirit was the mighty personality of
Jean Jaures. After the last war the rise of Bolshevism and Fascism
in the world deteriorated the political atmosphere again. The
tragic downfall of France in our days was largely due to certain
traditions of her political life.
After the last war Andre Siegfried gave an interesting descrip-
tion of French mentality.2 He emphasizes that France is still
mainly a country of small peasant proprietors and artisans,
though in recent time large-scale industries have considerably
increased. The national character is to a large extent moulded
by the mentality of the peasants and small tradesmen and is very
different from the picture formed by most foreigners of the French
character from their impressions of life in Paris. The great
majority is not frivolous, fickle and revolutionary, but imbued
with a strong sense of family and property, the bourgeois longing
for social distinction " for the sake of the children ", political
scepticism and individualism, and complete indifference to
foreign affairs, foreign markets and the colonies. The French
people, as Seignobos says, has a horror of war but not the slightest
knowledge how to avoid it. Professor A. Siegfried further says
that principles and ideals are heart and soul of French politics,
especially as subjects of eloquence, but the voters cast their
votes for one of the numerous parties because they like or dis-
like a certain mode of life and principally because they loathe any
distinction in dress, occupation and ideas. Political radicalism is
often combined with social conservativism. The Frenchman
wears his heart on the left side, and his purse on the right, and
practically every Frenchman has a purse.
21.    MAZZINI
Many thinkers have prepared the soil for the unification of
Italy, among them Rosmini and Gioberti, both Catholic theo-
logians who worked for an Italian Confederation with the Pope
as Honorary President. Gioberti's work on The Moral and Civil
Primacy of the Italians (1843) proclaimed the mission of the Italian
1 Cf. on Renouvier's vigorous criticism of nationalism, Soltau, op. cit., pp. 306,
316-19.
1 Andr6 Siegfried, France, a Study in Nationality, 1930. Another very instructive
study is Cariton Hayes, Fronde, a Nation of Patriots, 1930, which describes mainly the
methods by which French patriotism is formed and stimulated.